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RENEWED HOPE IN 
UNPRECEDENTED TIMES 
 
Without a doubt we will all remember this 
year 2020 as the year of the Covid-19 
pandemic. The virus, with unprecedented 
closures and lockdowns throughout our 
state and the closure of our churches and 
the ongoing many and varied restrictions, 
has caused untold suffering to those who 
caught the virus, those who have died, 
those who have lost loved ones, so many 
public servants and officials on the front 
lines of fighting the virus, those who have 
lost jobs and livelihoods and all of us who 
have undergone restrictions to our normal 
way of life for the sake of the health and 
wellbeing of all.  
 
I appreciate how hard it was for those 
isolated in our nursing homes or at home. I 
know that many missed being together for 
Mass and lamented not receiving the Lord, 
in the Eucharist. As I write this, I sincerely 
hope that many of the restrictions that 
apply to Sunday Mass will be lifted, 
especially the reception of Holy 
Communion from the chalice and on the 
tongue for those who choose. I look 
forward to great numbers of us 
worshipping at our Christmas Masses this 
year. 
 
But God turns all things to good for those 
who love him. Can we not see the 
presence of God in the midst of these 
unprecedented times? As humans living in 
this world, we are always vulnerable, 
subject to change, susceptible to sickness 
and mortal. Have we not succumbed to the 
illusion that with our science, technology 
and political vision, we can solve all 

problems and create a paradise here on 
earth? Have we not forgotten our need for 
God, or even seen Him as a threat to full 
human development?  
 
The pandemic has been a wake-up call, a 
reminder and a renewed challenge. Our 
lives are not totally our own, with a right to 
do as we please and give them whatever 
meaning we choose. Our lives, our world 
and all in it come from God and are 
dependent on him. It is in Him that we live 
and move and have our being, it is He who 
is not only the source of all in the universe 
but also, its sole final goal.  
 
Indeed, the call during this pandemic is to 
trust anew in God, be renewed in faith, not 
just in theory but through daily prayer and 
weekly worship together in community. 
We cannot build lives of love, goodness 
and hope without God. We cannot build a 
world of mutual respect, solidarity and 
peace without God.  

 
The restrictions of the pandemic have also 
hindered our “Be My Witness” program 
this year. I remind you that under the 
leadership of our Parish Pastoral Council, 
this has been the main way that we have 
accepted the vision of Pope Francis for our 
parish to be always outwardly looking and 
on the mission of evangelisation.  
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As in our Renewal Prayer, we are all called 
to a “renewed personal encounter with 
Christ” so as to become his “missionary 
disciples.” Small faith groups began 
meeting as part of the program. Members 
reflected upon their lives in the light of the 
Gospel and then responded with action. 
Here in these groups we get to know each 
other more deeply, we share our real life’s 
experiences, together we are comforted, 
inspired and encouraged by the Word of 
God and empowered to action so as to 
witness to Christ in our lives and make a 
real difference in the world.  
 
In the new year and especially during the 
Season of Lent we will be inviting you once 
again to become part of one of these small 
faith sharing groups. 
 
As part of the program, the Parish Pastoral 
Council is renewing the vision of our parish 
where, Sunday, Welcome, Belonging, 
Witness and Mission all Matter. Each of 
us, in our own way can share in this vision 
and have a part to play. We can all renew 
our commitment to worshipping together 
every Sunday. We can all reach out to get 
to know and welcome each other at 
Sunday Mass, especially newcomers. We 
can all reach out with caring support for 
our neighbours. We can all listen to the 
concerns of those in need. We can all share 
the difference that our faith makes to our 
lives. We can all pray for a deep renewal in 
faith of all the members of our parish 
community.  
 
Given all the restrictions this year, I take 
this opportunity of thanking everyone for 
your ongoing goodwill towards and 
support of our parish. So many volunteer in 
many ways, and the ongoing support of our 

Planned Giving Program has been 
outstanding. Where I have failed you or 
been inconsiderate, I ask for forgiveness. 
 
With the celebration of Christmas, is not 
our hope for the future of our lives, our 
parish and our world greatly renewed? 
More than any other year we need the 
renewed hope and confidence that the 
birth of Christ, our saviour, will bring. He 
truly is “God with us,” not alienating us 
from human life, but bringing it to the 
fulfilment that only God can give. Let us 
renew our commitment to believing in 
Him, giving our lives to Him and being 
united as his disciples in our world.  
 
Happy Christmas 
God Bless 

 
Fr Dean Marin 
Parish Priest 
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ST AUGUSTINE’S CHURCH 
PORT MacDONNELL 

 
As a small, vibrant, caring community, we are 
now celebrating Mass every Sunday, being 
fortunate enough to have four priests in our 
Deanery. 
 
We started the ‘Be My Witness’ program prior 
to the COVID-19 pandemic but then effectively 
had to cease when the national lockdown 
began. 
 
During the lockdown when we were unable to 
celebrate mass together, we were very 
grateful to our priests who each Sunday 
morning, left the bulletins and other prayerful 
resources at the doors of our church for us to 
collect at leisure. 
 
The highlight of our year was having our parish 
children celebrate their First Holy Communion 
and Confirmation at Saint Augustine’s Church. 
 
We are moving toward having the children 
participate in mass by way of doing the 
readings, Prayers of the Faithful etc.  They are 
encouraged to join in the final hymn with 
musical instruments as another form of 
participation. 

 
Following Mass 
each Sunday, our 
elderly who are 
no longer able to 
attend Mass, are 
given home visits 
during which 
Communion is 
brought to them. 

 

Each month now, our Masses are advertised 
on ‘What’s On’ at the Rural Transaction Centre 
at Port MacDonnell and also the Mount 
Gambier Parish site on Facebook. 

This year, to commemorate All Souls Day,  we 
set up a small tree in front of the altar on which 
we displayed the family names of our 
deceased parishioners, relatives and friends as 
a reminder to pray for their souls and all the 
souls of the deceased. 
 

Margaret McGregor 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
 
Archbishop’s Visit 

Our new Archbishop, 
Patrick O’Regan was 
installed on 25th May. 
He made a short visit 
to the South East in 
July to get to know his 
priests. He spent a 

night in Naracoorte and said mass the 
following day in Penola after which he met 
with all the priests of the Deanery over lunch. 
He also celebrated morning mass in Mount 
Gambier the subsequent day, before returning 
to Adelaide. 
 

Visitation Postponed 
The initial visitation of the Vicar General (in 
lieu of an archbishop) which was scheduled for 
November 2019, was postponed. The 
visitation by the new Archbishop, Patrick 
O’Regan, will most likely proceed in due 
course, perhaps next year, once the 
Archbishop has settled into his new role but 
will be also be dependent on how the situation 
with the Covid-19 pandemic plays out. 
 

Plenary Council 
In October 2020 the Catholic Church in 
Australia was due to hold a gathering of our 
first Plenary Council since Vatican II. However 
due to the COVID-19 Pandemic, it has now 
been delayed.  
 

On March 23 2020, more than 250 delegates 
were announced for the Fifth Plenary Council of 
Australia, including delegates nominated by 
dioceses, eparchies, ordinariates and a personal 
prelature. The delegates will represent those 
local churches at the celebration of the Council 
over two assemblies – Assembly 1 will be held in 
Adelaide on October 2-10, 2021 and Assembly 2 
will be held in Sydney on July 4-9, 2022. 

 
Census Parish Profile  
Focus Group 
During the course of this year, the Archdiocese 
of Adelaide released individual parish profiles 
based on the data that was obtained from the 
2016 Australian Census. After some discussion, 
the Parish Pastoral Council decided to set up a 
focus group to analyse the census results with 
the aim of identifying areas that needed 
attention and resolved to explore ideas and 
options that could improve and better serve 
the needs of our changing parish community 
as well as the wider Deanery.  
 
It was discerned that many of the suggestions 
that arose in the discussions aligned with the 
same goals that had been targeted in the ‘Be 
My Witness’ program with a focus on the areas 
of Evangelisation Matters, Sunday Matters, 
Welcome Matters, Belonging Matters, Witness 
Matters and Mission Matters. The Parish 
Pastoral Council will endeavour to re-visit 
these areas in 2021 and continue to build and 
expand upon what we have already learned 
and achieved in the light of the ‘Be My 
Witness’ program and the Gospel, and apply it 
to our ever-changing needs as was revealed in 
the census data. 
 
In the meantime, in order to work towards our 
goal of continuing the growth of our parish, we 
encourage you to join a small group when the 
‘Be My Witness’ program resumes in 2021. It 
will be an ideal opportunity to not only enrich 
your own faith by sharing and learning through 
scripture but may also open up an opportunity 
to put your thoughts and ideas into action or 
offer your personal talents to serve the needs 
of others whilst enriching our parish 
community and the general community. 
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PRIESTS OF OUR PARISH 

Fr Dean Marin 
Most people in our parish 
are familiar with our parish 
priest, Fr Dean Marin who 
has been with us for many 
years, but many are 
unaware that there are 
now three more priests 
who attend to the needs of 
the South East Deanery 

who reside with Fr Dean.  
For those of you who have not yet met them 
all, here is a short profile on our other priests. 
 
Fr Peter Fountain 

I was born in North Adelaide 
on 7 May 1945. My parents 
had married in December 
1942. I am the eldest of 4 (3 
boys and 1 girl).  
Unfortunately, one of my 
brothers predeceased me a 
couple of years ago. 
 
During my years of 

schooling (which were very average) I thought 
about becoming a priest (except for about 18 
months when I thought about something else). 
 

I entered Saint Francis Xavier Seminary in Adelaide 
in February 1963 and after 9 years, I was ordained 
to the Priesthood along with 8 other young men on 
Saturday 4 September 1971. Of those ordained 
with me the following have served sometime in the 
Mount Gambier Parish: Fathers Alan Winter, John 
Butler, Frank McInerney and Richard Morris. 
 

I have served as Assistant Priest in 
the following Parishes: Hectorville 1972, Brighton 
1973-1977, Semaphore 1978 and Millicent 1979. 
 

Unfortunately, I then suffered a major breakdown 
and was out of action for about 3 years. When I 
recovered sufficiently, I was appointed as Assistant 
Priest in Tranmere (under Father David Abfalter) 
1963 -1964 and then to the Cathedral 1964-1969. 
 

I was then appointed Parish Priest in the following 
Parishes: Pinnaroo (Name changed to Mallee 
Border Parish) 1990-1995, Yorketown 1996-1999, 

Bordertown 2000-2009, Naracoorte/Penola 2010-
2018 after which I then retired and came to Mount 
Gambier. 
 

These were fulfilling years and I enjoyed most of 
them. The late Archbishop Faulkner once said that 
I had spent many years on the extremities of the 
Archdiocese, 
 

My years at Naracoorte/Penola were very 
interesting. The first year I was there, Archbishop 
Philip Wilson rededicated the Father Woods Park 
and later that year Saint Mary of the Cross 
MacKillop was canonised. 
 

In the years I was at Naracoorte/Penola Parishes, 
the Sisters of Saint Joseph celebrated the 150th 
year of their Foundation. We also celebrated 
various Anniversaries of the life and priesthood of 
Father Paul Gardiner SJ and we finally buried him 
in March 2017 at the age of 93. 
 

I had a very fulfilling priestly life and I am happy to 
be here in Mount Gambier and am very thankful to 
Father Dean Marin that he agreed to my retiring 
here. 
 

Fr Dominick Okwadha 
I was born on 27th April 
1968, a Kenyan by 
nationality, in the Eastern 
part of Africa. 
 
 I was born in a polygamous 
family. My father was called 
Francis Okwadha and my 
mother was called Christina 
Otieno. My father had two 
wives.  I am the fifth born 

out of six children (four boys and two girls) from my 
late parents. My late step-mother also gave birth 
to six children, four girls and two boys. 
 

My call to priesthood was influenced in part by my 
desire to follow in the footsteps of my older 
brother who was in the seminary but also to wear 
the elaborate robes worn by the local priest. 
During year 6 at primary school, I became an altar 
server and then entered the minor seminary, and 
my path to the priesthood was set. 
 

I was ordained a Roman Catholic Priest on 9th July 
2000, the Jubilee year, by His Grace Thaddee, 
Ntihinyurwa, the Archbishop of Kigali, Rwanda, 
now retired. While in the Archdiocese of Kigali, I 
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worked in three busy parishes, a cathedral, being 
one of them.  
 
When I was working in the parishes, I felt that 
people needed someone to listen to them and saw 
how they could be helped with counselling. It was 
just after the genocide in Rwanda where over 
800,000 persons were killed in 1994, that 
continued to cast a dark shadow over the country. 
Many people were traumatised, depressed, 
stressed, anxious and had various psychological 
disorders. 
When I was sent to Barcelona, Spain, to undertake 
studies, I chose to pursue psychology since I knew 
this would assist my ministry. I did Masters degree 
in Counselling Psychology. 
 
Upon returning to Rwanda, I offered my services as 
the chaplain at a psychiatric hospital sponsored by 
the Brothers of Charity, where I provided pastoral 
care and counselling to patients and hospital staff. 
I also taught counselling psychology to the novices 
of the Brothers of Charity and taught social studies 
and communication skills at St. Vincent’s Minor 
Seminary in my Archdiocese as well as  serving in 
the parish. 
 
As a counselling psychologist, I worked with people 
with physical, emotional and mental health issues. 
I helped people to improve their sense of well-
being, alleviate stress and resolve crisis and I also 
provided assessment, diagnosis and treatment of 
more severe psychological symptoms.  
 
Counselling psychology normally improves 
communication and interpersonal skills, greater 
self-acceptance and self-esteem, ability to change 
self-defeating behaviours/habits, better 
expression and management of emotions, 
including anger, relief from depression, anxiety or 
other mental health conditions and also increases 
confidence and decision-making skills. 
By intermingling my priesthood experience with 
counselling psychology and many of my qualities, I 
hope that my appointment at St. Paul’s, Mount 
Gambier parish, the whole Deanery and the entire 
Archdiocese, will be beneficial to Christians whom 
I will be serving for the greater glory of our Lord, 
Jesus Christ. May our Lady, Mother Mary, Help of 
Christians, continue to intercede for each and 
every one of us so as to reach salvation. 

Fr Saminathan Arockiasamy SDM 
(Known as Fr Sam) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
My father was a railway employee and my mother 
was a housewife. I have 3 older brothers and a 
younger brother and an older sister and a younger 
sister. Our parents brought us up in a pious and 
holy way of life. All my brothers and sisters are 
married and are settled in their lives. 
 
I was ordained a priest on 20th December, 2001. 
After my ordination I was appointed as an Assistant 
Priest in various parishes in different Dioceses. I 
too had the opportunity to render service in my 
Congregation as a Procurator, Vicar General, 
Counselor and Novice Master. 
 
I came to Australia to render my ministry in the 
Archdiocese of Adelaide in 2013. I was appointed 
as an Assistant Priest in Noarlunga Seaford and 
then the Salisbury Parish. Now, I am appointed as 
an Assistant Priest to help and support Fr. Dean in 
the Catholic parishes of Mount Gambier and 
Millicent. I am very happy to work with you all and 
I’m looking forward to adjusting my life according 
to the new context I now find myself in.  
 
I am interested in cooking, reading, walking, 
listening to music and gardening. God has also 
gifted me to learn English, Telugu and Hindi as well 
as my native tongue, Tamil. All the experiences of 
my life give me hope and courage to become a 
great missionary.   
 
 
 
 
 

I am a member of the 
missionary order of the 
Society of De Mazenod 
(SDM), founded in India.  
I started my earthly 
pilgrimage on 21st March, 
1964 at Madurampet 
village in Tamil Nadu, 
India, as the sixth son of 
my parents namely, Mr. 
Arockia Samy and Mrs. 
Irudhaya Mary.  
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LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

It would be an understatement to say that our 
liturgies this year have been like no other.  
 

We began the year with a wonderful 
celebration of the February Family Mass at 
which Fr Dean blessed the crucifix honouring 
our Polish Catholic community. It was closely 
followed a month later by the sudden and 
complete lockdown of the Church due to the 
Covid-19 Pandemic. 
 

Though the inability to attend a physical mass 
and receive Christ in the Blessed Sacrament 
was a major blow to us all, it did however 
empower many to deliberately make time for 
God in their own ways. In addition to private 
prayer, Churches all over Australia went into 
‘techno mode’. While our liturgies were 
restricted to watching televised or live-
streamed masses at home, our priests 
faithfully continued to celebrate daily masses 
in private, albeit without a congregation, all 
the while praying for our whole community. 
For a brief time at St Paul’s, we were still able 
to worship before the Blessed Sacrament in 
private Adoration. But before long, that too 
was stopped due to the national lockdown. 
 

Thanks to the enthusiastic devotion of our 
priests, the parish team and some helpful 
parishioners, ‘Care Packs’ were put together, 
containing the weekly bulletin, readings, 
prayers, and sacramentals which were 
delivered to isolated elderly and housebound 
parishioners to help them pray and maintain 
their faith whilst in isolation during the 
lockdown.  

In an effort to keep 
connected with 
parishioners, Fr Dean 
began relaying weekly 
video messages on the 
parish Facebook site to 
keep in touch with 
parishioners and the 
weekly bulletin was 
emailed to all those                      

whose email addresses we had. 

But as Easter approached, we faced the reality 
of not being able to celebrate together the 
death and resurrection of Our Lord; the most 
important celebration in our church calendar.  
 
Passion Sunday (Palm Sunday) saw some 
parish families get innovative in their attempts 
to celebrate the day by hanging creative 
displays of greenery on their front doors.  

Also palm branches were left at the Church 
door for parishioners to stop by and pick up, 
together with the weekly parish bulletin which 
was regularly left at the church door every 
week. 
 
As the isolation continued into the Easter 
Triduum, so did the televised and online 
liturgies. Our priests continued their liturgies 
in private. 
 
Booklets were made up as a resource to help 
guide parishioners in prayer through Holy 
Week.  
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Bottles of blessed 
Holy Water from the 
Easter vigil were left 
by the church door 
for parishioners to 
collect on Easter 
Sunday. They were 
also delivered in the 
‘Care Packs’ together 
with a blessed candle 

and a small handwritten message from 
Tenison Woods College students. 
 

A light began to appear at the end of the tunnel 
when we were once again able to offer 
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. 

By late May, we were permitted to have 10 
people attend Sunday Mass which required 
the extraordinary measure of ‘booking in’ 
ahead of time. An extra mass at 9am was 
added to enable more people to attend.  
 

Over the next few weeks the number allowed 
was gradually increased to 20, then 75, and 
eventually by early July we were almost back 
to normal, aside from the need to continue to 
abide by the required social distancing 
regulations, which resulted in available seating 
being reduced to every second pew and the 
number of attendees to be capped to our 
capacity in accordance with the 2 per square 
metre rule. 
 

A few alterations were made to some practices 
during the liturgy: communion was limited to 
only the host being offered but not the wine, 
no handshakes at the sign of peace, no 
offertory procession, collection plates were 
left at the entrances, and we were required to 
sanitise our hands and sign in upon arrival at 
each mass. However, the inability to receive 

communion on the tongue was still a heartfelt 
disappointment for many.  
 

On the positive side, it was wonderful to see 
the smiles on the faces of parishioners as they 
saw each other again for the first time in 
months. Also, the return of live music to our 
liturgies was greatly welcomed. The youth 
band were thrilled to be able to get together 
again and play at the Youth Mass when it 
resumed in July. 
 

However, that was short-lived when a month 
later, further Covid-19 restrictions meant the 
congregation was asked to refrain from singing 
at our masses due to the possibility of 
Coronavirus spreading through aerosol 
particles. But we were at least able to retain 
our music. 
 

And so it went. Social distancing continued to 
be a challenge, especially when queuing to 
receive Holy Communion. We overcame that 
hurdle by serving one half of the pews at a 
time. We were also required by law to appoint 
‘marshals’ at each mass to ensure all Covid 
regulations were being met. In addition, we 
adopted the practice of wiping down our seats 
with antiseptic cloths after each mass. 
 

As we plod on each day towards a future of 
uncertainty and learn to live with the COVID-
19 virus in our midst, let us continue to pray in 
earnest for all those who are suffering because 
of the pandemic and place our trust in the Lord 
God that our prayers will bring an end to our 
current situation and look forward to a return 
to  normal. 
 

Joyce Cesario 
Liturgy Committee 
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COVID-19 REFLECTIONS 
 
Going to mass, for centuries, has been the 
cornerstone of our faith as we gather as one in 
prayer and to be blessed in the receipt of the 
Holy Spirit through communion.  
 
With the onset of the pandemic our church 
doors were closed, and this came with a 
myriad of feelings ranging from grief and loss 
to anger, fear and depressive thoughts. 
 

 
 
When the doors re-opened, the changes as we 
entered the Church, have been daunting with 
the need for social distancing; 
When we are accustomed to unity, we have 
physical separation.  
 
We have patterns of behaviours that we 
struggle to change:  
Gone is the holy water, replaced with hand 
sanitiser. 
 
The warm and welcoming handshake, replaced 
with a nod, a wave and a smile. 
 

Gone is the gentle touch of the priest on the 
shoulder or head of our young ones and 
catechumens as they are blessed as we guide 
them to the alter as we receive Holy 
Communion, replaced with the sign of the 
cross but still with a soft blessing. 
 
Gone is the unison of choir and voices as we 
joyously and robustly sang hymns. Not to be 
denied we tap our feet and sway to the 
rhythms as we rejoice in the music and words. 
 
The receipt of the sacraments has changed, 
and we no longer have a choice of how we 
receive Holy Communion and must receive the 
body of Christ in our hands and not directly on 
our tongue.  
 
Nor do we feel the holy spirit enter our bodies 
through the blood of Christ as we come to 
terms with being fulfilled by the body of Christ 
– it takes time for our psyche to change and to 
quell the feelings of loss and inadequacy, even 
though we know we are still fulfilled. 
 
The rite of passage from our earthly bodies, to 
be blessed and farewelled as we begin our 
journey to meet our beloved Christ Jesus, 
through a requiem mass, has not changed. The 
grief and loss for our loved ones still runs deep 
and has been exacerbated by limiting of 
attendees at funerals. Loved ones have had to 
pass away, not surrounded by their families 
and visits to ill parishioners in hospital have 
ceased. 
 
The celebrations of our faith through the 
Sacraments; Baptism, Confirmation, Eucharist, 
Penance, Anointing of the Sick and Matrimony 
have also been affected with limits on 
participation. 
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We have found ourselves being put in 
positions where we are challenging and 
confused with decisions made by 
Governments as we were forbidden to enter 
our Churches and the doors were closed. 
Slowly we have been able to re-enter to 
celebrate mass but with limited attendees and 
having to book a seat – unheard of in our 
lifetimes. 
 
Heartbreak at having to turn parishioners 
away as the church reaches its COVID capacity 
numbers with the 2 or 4 square metre rules. 
 
What a blessing our priests have been in 
continuing to celebrate mass and pray for us, 
even when the churches were closed. 
 
Extra mass times were introduced to enable as 
many parishioners as possible to celebrate 
mass and receive Holy Communion and 
equally as important, to pray together. 
 
We are so aware that the isolation has felt soul 
destroying for some as the connections and 
routine of attending daily mass or catching up 
with friends and family was taken away. We 
could not even begin to imagine the heartache 
and trauma until it became a reality. We could 
not even replace or modify contact with others 
in a face to face context with a social visit in 
our own home. 
 
We have become creative in ensuring 
connections are maintained and phone calls, 
email, face time and zoom have become part 
of our daily lives. Hand delivery of bulletins 
meant that those not so technologically 
minded could still feel part of the church 
community. 
 

Those in aged care homes have been isolated 
more stringently than others as a means of 
protecting them from infection. For some, the 
grief and loss of not being able to be with loved 
ones has been insurmountable. 
 
Despite all of this, it is our faith and our prayers 
that have supported us in these trying times. 
The power of prayer should never be 
underestimated as we draw on our inner 
strength and beliefs to maintain our focus on 
our spiritual wellbeing, faith and continual 
growth as we join together in prayer: 
 
Mary-Ann Pittard 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PARISH RENEWAL PRAYER 
Lord, Our God, we thank and praise you for 
the gift of love we have received in Jesus. 
We pray for the renewal in faith of all the 
members of our parish community. 
 

With Francis our Pope and Christians 
everywhere, we pray for a renewed 
personal encounter with Jesus Christ. 
 

We pray that the joy of the Gospel will fill 
our hearts and our lives, binding us 
together as a community and empowering 
us to be missionary disciples, reaching out 
to all, especially the poor in our midst.  
 

We pray this prayer through Christ, Our 
Lord.  
 

Amen. 
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PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 

 
 
2020 has been a year that many of the PPC will 
remember for many reasons. Covid-19 restrictions 
meant the PPC gathered online using the online 
ZOOM platform. Utilising this application meant 
our committee was still meeting monthly. This was 
invaluable as we were able to still discuss the needs 
of the Parish during uncertain times. Keeping the 
Parish connected, especially during the period of 
Church closure was a challenge that the PPC was 
keen to support.  
 
While the PPC was unable to meet physically, the 
online connection was a great means of keeping us 
in touch with each PPC member and those they 
support to gauge how they were coping.  
 
The PPC acknowledges the great work of our Parish 
Priests, led by Fr Dean as well as Cisca and Pat in 
the Parish Office, who worked tirelessly to ensure 
our parishioners still had a sense of Church and 
community.  
 
Parishioners also had the opportunity to respond 
and reflect on their experience and these 
reflections will be gathered as a way of gaining an 
understanding of how our Parish coped with 
COVID-19. 

As well as attending to the COVID-19 concerns, the 
PPC’s area of focus has included continuing the Be 
My witness programme. Small groups gathering to 
listen and dialogue, witnessing each other faith 
stories, evangelising the Good News. While some 
groups have recommenced since COVID 
restrictions have lifted, other groups will start early 
next year-so look out for further information. The 
PPC would highly recommend your consideration 
of joining a faith group. 
 
Our social media presence has captured important 
events and significant days in the Church’s and 
Parish’s calendar, and we thank Cisca Teodoro for 
her wonderful energy, time and efforts to inform, 
celebrate and connect the many different aspects 
of St Paul’s Catholic Church and Parish.   
 
We are very grateful to all our representatives who 
report each meeting from the following 
committees: Work, Health and Safety, Parish 
Finance Council, Liturgy, Hospitality and Fund 
raising, Society of St Vincent DePaul, South East 
Deanery forum, Sunset Community Kitchen, Child 
Protection, Tenison Woods board, Pt MacDonnell. 
It is always worthwhile hearing what great work is 
being carried out and seeing how and when the 
PPC can support the wonderful groups.  
 
The PPC acknowledges how different this year has 
been for many of the groups and our parishioners. 
The PPC looks forward to 2021, continuing the 
work of our Parish, being witnesses to God’s love.  
 
Suzanne Pepe 
Chairperson 
Parish Pastoral Council  
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PARISH FINANCE COUNCIL 
 
To our dear fellow Parishioners, a report from 
the Parish Finance Council on how 2020 is 
progressing. 
 
On behalf of Fr Dean Marin, our Parish Priest 
and leader, myself, Garry Hardy (Chairman), 
Pat Finnis, our Secretary, our Treasurer Dante 
Pepe, with Mieke Palmer, Mark Bartetzko, and 
Brian O’Connor, valuable members, I present 
you with an update. 
 
2020 is all about the Corona Virus and how it 
has impacted on everyone’s lives, and 
unfortunately, finances as well. But in the case 
of the Mount Gambier Catholic Parish, this is 
where the bad news needs to stop. 
 
We wish to thank the generosity, love and 
God’s blessing for the grace of living and 
worshipping in this community, because, apart 
from a predictable fall in the loose coin 
collection, and a softer response to some of 
the more remote Catholic charities, our 
finances are pretty solid; largely on budget and 
our liabilities such as loans and other 
commitments, are manageable even in these 
trying times. This has all been made possible 
with thanks to your support and response to 
the Planned Giving Program this year. 
 
What has been done and what is coming up in 
the near future with regards to the St Paul’s 
Church maintenance program has been and is 
very necessary. Fr Dean was relieved and 
excited to announce the first stage of the 
Church maintenance program. The contract 
for the work has been signed by the 
Archdiocese, the parish and the contractors. 
The first stage involves the perseveration of 
the beautiful stained-glass windows, to be 
followed by stage 2 which involves much 
needed repointing of the exterior walls with 
hydraulic lime mortar.  
 

 
 
 
The third and final stage of the maintenance 
program, will be carried out next year and 
involves major repairs to the bell tower. 
 

 
As a committee, we have decided to put on 
hold, until a later date, the installation of solar 
panels, which has proven timely as some 
heating and hot water issues have arisen with 
St Paul’s Hall. The urgent repairs in the hall 
have been attended to. Plus, I am sure that 
everyone will have noticed the brightness of 
the new lighting in St Paul’s Church, and 
noticed our Priests looking hip with a much-
needed upgrade of their audio equipment. 
 
So, all is well under God’s care and love in the 
financial sense, which leaves me with a parting 
wish to congratulate and thank our retired 
Chairman, Peter Braithwaite, for assisting in 
setting up and actioning so much of our 
current church refurbishment programs.  
God bless you all and thank you again, 
 
Garry Hardy  
Chairman 
Parish Finance Council. 
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SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 

2019/20 
On the last weekend of August, 24 of our 
young parishioners were fully initiated into the 
Catholic church when they received the 
Sacraments of Confirmation and First Holy 
Eucharist. This celebration was originally 
scheduled two months earlier on the third 
weekend in June but like many aspects of our 
lives, this year’s Sacramental program was also 
affected by the pandemic. With strict 
restrictions in place for many weeks, the 
families enrolled in this program were not able 
to gather for Family Sessions which created a 
delay in the completion of the program.  
 
Throughout the weeks and months of not 
being able to gather as a community at Holy 
Mass and other social and faith formation 
group meetings, the Parish office strived to 
ensure that we stayed connected with the 
parishioners in several different ways. The 
Sacramental Team realised how important it 
was for the families, as a domestic church, to 
continue this journey of forming their 
children’s faith even under this unusual 
circumstance. We wanted to offer support for 
these parents and engage the children with 
sound Catholic resources.  
 
Fortunately, our Parish subscription to 
FORMED.org enables us to access a variety of 
studies on the Sacraments and other family 
friendly programs. Using FORMED as the main 
resource, each week an email was sent out to 
parents covering one particular Sacrament per 
week. Included in the email were an opening 
prayer, a link to a video for the parents 
relevant to the Sacrament being discussed, 
some reflection questions, a quote from a saint 
or the Catechism of the Catholic Church or a 
bible scripture to ponder on and a video link 
for the family to watch together. The idea was 
to create a space for the families to discuss and 
converse with their children about these 
beautiful gifts of the Sacraments that God has 

blessed us with, thus strengthening the 
relationship of the family through the 
teachings of the Faith, as fundamentally the 
parents play a focal role. 
 
At the completion of these email series, small 
packages were prepared and hand delivered to 
their homes. The contents were the following: 
a key chain Rosary kit, a prayer card and a 

personal message 
from Fr Dean, 
some faith focused 
activity sheets and 
a bible quote 
bookmark.  
 

As the restrictions eased and small gatherings 
were permitted, Family Sessions reconvened 
and preparation for the celebration was in full 
swing. Sadly, the newly appointed Archbishop 
Patrick O’Regan was unable to come down for 
the Sacrament of Confirmation this year. 
However, the children were noticeably more 
at ease with Fr Dean as the celebrant, as they 
have grown to know him better throughout 
the program.  
 
The conclusion of the preparation program 
was marked with the Family Retreat day, 
following the Family Mass on 23 August. On 
this day families are invited to spend the 
afternoon in the Hall and the Church 
participating in various activities including 
Rosary making, Sacristy tour, a fun quiz and 
practice receiving the Sacraments.  
 
A heartfelt thank you to our parishioners who 
generously volunteered their time to ensure 
the day was running smoothly, especially 
Adele Eramo, Marie Gerritsen, Ilse Drexler and 
Bronwyn Hill from the Rosary group, Julio 
Teodoro and Kuncheria Luka from the Altar 
Server Ministry, Joyce Cesario and Chris Lloyd. 
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The ladies from the 
Rosary Making 
Group helped the 
children in the 

Sacramental 
program to make 
their own rosary 
beads at the 
Family Retreat 
Day. They were 
presented to the 
children along with 
a rosary booklet 
and their 
certificate at the 
end of Mass after 
the celebration of 
Confirmation and 
First Holy 
Eucharist. 

 
 

This year we had 3 celebration Masses in our  
parish; one at St Augustine’s Church, Port 
MacDonnell and two at St Paul’s Church, 
Mount Gambier. Once again, a heartfelt 
THANK YOU to everyone involved in the 
preparation and celebration Masses. The 
ongoing support of Tenison Woods College is 
truly appreciated, and may God bless their 
mission and ministry in forming faithful 
followers of Christ. 
In Christ,  
 
Cisca Teodoro 
Sacramental Coordinator 
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YOUTH MINISTRY 
After taking a break over January for the summer 
holidays, Youth Group returned in February, 
meeting twice prior to the Covid-19 restrictions 
on social gatherings that were in place from April 
through to June. With the easing of restrictions, 
Youth Group was back on the calendar and our 
youth were very enthused to meet again in July.  
 

Our regular monthly Saturday night Youth Group 
sessions follow after the 6pm vigil mass and run 
for 2 hours. The first hour is dedicated to dinner 
and games, to give our youth a chance to 
socialise and connect with one another in a fun 
and lively atmosphere. The second hour, though 
it varies each month, focuses on catechesis and 
may include guest speakers, group discussions, 
bible study or more. We have discussed a wide 
range of topics over our sessions so far, from 
vocations to apologetics to the formation of the 
bible, just to name a few. 
 

This year also saw a variation to some of our 
regular scheduled Saturday night sessions, one 
event being a social outing to the railway lands 
and bowling alley in February, and the other 
being a full day Youth Retreat that replaced the 
August Youth Group session.     

Despite not being able to hold the retreat in 
Robe, as originally intended, we found that using 
our own parish grounds as an alternative was 
largely successful. Ten youth and three youth 
leaders attended the event, which began at 9am 
and closed with the evening Youth Mass. It ran 

like an extended version of Youth Group and 
included games, two Catechesis sessions, 
worship, adoration, confession and Q&A.  
 

Our Youth Music Group have also been engaged 
in their ministry this year, particularly through 
one exciting opportunity they were given in 
June. In response to the restrictions on social 
gatherings, the Catholic Office for Youth and 
Young Adults (COYYA) started an online music 
livestream series titled Threshold @ Home, 
accessed via their Facebook page. COYYA 
Coordinator, Peter Bierer, invited the Youth 
Music Group to participate in the series, in which 
many young musicians from the archdiocese 
performed live from their homes.  
 

The music 
group 
played 8 
songs in 
their half-
hour 
session, 
receiving 
2.9k views, 
which led 
to a short 
feature 
article 
being written in the Southern Cross Newspaper 
about them and their music ministry. 
 

Youth ministry is such an integral part of building 
the foundation for the future of the church, so 
we extend our thanks to the parish community 
for supporting our Youth Group and Youth Music 
Group, especially those who have kindly donated 
to the Youth Group – your generosity is greatly 
appreciated. 
 

The Youth Mass and Youth Group meetings are 
held on the Saturday night corresponding with 
the 3rd Sunday of each month. If you’d like to 
know more about this ministry, are interested in 
attending, or would like to donate, please 
contact the Youth Ministry at 
mgp.youth@gmail.com or contact the Parish 
Office. 
 

Daniel, Milly, Laura and Rosie 
Youth Leaders
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AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC 
YOUTH FESTIVAL 

In December of 2019, a group of ten students 
and four staff from Tenison Woods College 
were given the opportunity to grow in their 
faith and connect with Australia’s wider 
Catholic community by attending the 
Australian Catholic Youth Festival. The 
biannual event took place in Perth this time, at 
the Perth Exhibition and Convention Centre. 
With participants ranging in age from fourteen 
to thirty, the festival saw roughly six thousand 
young people from around the country gather 
together to worship, to learn more about our 
faith, and to become more informed of the 
initiatives of the Catholic community. 
 
The atmosphere at the Australian Catholic 
Youth Festival was extraordinarily awe-
inspiring, to say the very least. Being there in 
the presence of thousands of like-minded 
individuals invoked a strong sense of 
community and a feeling of joy and gratitude 
in knowing that there are fellow Catholic youth 
in this country who are truly vibrant and 
abounding in faith, contrary to the common 
narrative that the faithful of the younger 
generation are dwindling. The energy that this 
environment created sparked a fire in all of our 
hearts to know God, to love God and to praise 
God unceasingly, which was amplified by the 
words of inspiration we heard throughout our 
time at the festival. 
 

Over the course of the three-day event, we 
had the great privilege of attending various 
workshops, forums, lectures and 
performances that focused on specific topics 
and elements of our faith. These sessions were 
run by bishops, nuns, youth ministers, 
representatives from Catholic organisations 
and more; all being people who embodied 
Jesus’ spirit of sharing the good news and 
guiding us to walk in his footsteps. Their words 
of wisdom have left a lasting impact on us and 
given us the knowledge and encouragement 
we require to strengthen our relationships 
with God. 
 
In addition, the festival provided us with the 
opportunity to attend masses, adoration and 
the sacrament of reconciliation. We also 
embarked on a pilgrimage on the last day, and 
upon reaching our destination alongside all the 
thousands of ACYF participants, gathered 
together to close off the festival with the final 
mass. Coming together in song at this mass 
with thousands of other voices in celebration 
of our Lord was undeniably a significant 
highlight, evidenced by all of Perth CBD later 
hearing the contagious joy of countless 
enthusiastic young people singing their hearts 
out on their way back to their accommodation.  
 
Overall, our experience at the Australian 
Catholic Youth Festival is one that will stay with 
us for the rest of our lives, and one that we 
could not be any more thankful for – we 
sincerely extend our gratitude to all whose 
generous donations enabled us to attend. Our 
faith has been nurtured like never before and 
we have seen and experienced God’s joy in a 
way that has uplifted our hearts and prepared 
us to be messengers of God within our church 
and school community. The Australian Catholic 
Youth Festival truly was an unparalleled 
celebration of our faith and our God. 
 
Laura Cesario 
Participant
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ALTAR SERVING MINISTRY 

We currently have 9 active altar servers with 2 
more who are interested in joining the 
ministry. We recently introduced a weekend 
mass roster so that we are sure to have at least 
a few servers at each mass. We have also 
continued on with a roster for Holy Hour which 
has provided a different serving experience 
other than regular Sunday Mass. Holy Hour has 
been a time where more experienced servers 
further improve their knowledge and skills. 
 
At the end of last year, we were lucky to have 
first year seminarian; Blake Crossley, come and 
assist our priests for the Christmas Masses. 
During one of our Altar Servers Formation 
Days, he shared his story about his journey to 
joining the seminary. He also assisted with 
practise of the altar servers leading up to the 
Christmas Masses. 
 
With an interrupted year due to the Covid 
pandemic, the altar serving ministry was 
affected greatly due to a limit on the number 
of people at masses for some of the year, 
changes in the way mass is celebrated, and at 
one point, no masses at all. Late last year we 
gained 4 new altar servers but due to the 
pandemic, this year they were unable to serve 

regularly. Thankfully as the year has gone on, 
the restrictions eased, and we have seen altar 
servers more regularly at mass. 
 

Towards the end of this year, we plan to 
improve the skills and confidence of some of 
the newer altar servers and hopefully gain 
some new recruits in the process. During the 
lead up to Christmas this year, we are going to 
hold another formation day and to rehearse 
for the Christmas Masses. 
 

On behalf of the altar servers, I would like to 
ask you to keep us in your prayers. Keep well 
and God Bless. 
 

Julio Teodoro 
Senior Altar Server 
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ST VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

 
The St Vincent de Paul Society, (Vinnies) like 
everyone else during the current time, has 
experienced its own fair share of turbulence 
during the course of this year.  
 
Late last year, the Vinnies shop was so 
inundated with goods that for a short period of 
time, they were not able to accept any further 
goods at their Crouch Street store.   
 
The Summer bushfires saw wide-spread 
fundraising and the Vinnies Bushfire Appeal 
raised about 2 million dollars state-wide. The 
Vinnies Drought Appeal is still going and has 
been extended to 31 December 2020. 
 
The onset of 2020 also brought with it the 
Coronavirus pandemic. The Mount Gambier 
Vinnies store, along with every other store 
state-wide, was forced to close due to COVID-
19 restrictions. The impact of the restrictions, 
together with job losses in the community led 
to a surge in demand for help from Vinnies.  
 
Initially, any requests for assistance were 
made via a phone interview. This rendered a 
delivery of food parcels, food vouchers or 
other goods which were left at people’s front 
door. Some food parcels even had to be left at 
the Deanery to keep up with the requests for 
help from people coming to the door. 

 
 
To further complicate things, the lockdown 
and social distancing requirements effectively 
prevented many of Vinnies’ local conference 
members from meeting together to plan new 
assistance strategies, as many of them were 
unable to meet electronically.   
 
In an attempt to counter this problem, when 
the restrictions were eased, the Conference 
hired a transportable unit which was set up in 
the shop carpark. This had the added 
advantage of being able to use the unit for 
interviews with clients and still comply with 
social distancing requirements. Clients that 
needed to self-isolate were still helped 
through phone interviews and drop-off 
assistance.  

By June, the Vinnies shop was able to re-open 
again and was enthusiastically embraced both 
by volunteers and shoppers. Unfortunately, 
the Vinnies Winter Appeal at St Paul’s had to 
be delayed due to the restrictions, sadly at a 
time when it was most needed. After it was 
eventually held, the funds from the appeal 
were much appreciated and put to good use to 
provide for those in urgent need.  
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It is anticipated that a further surge in requests 
for help will come about with the cessation of 
JobKeeper and JobSeeker allowance, together 
with the cessation of the moratorium on 
evictions, energy account deferrals and rental 
arrears. There are also many who have slipped 
through the cracks and were not eligible for 
JobSeeker/JobKeeper allowances, as well as 
those who have been stood down. Hence, the 
demand for help continues. 
 
The St Vincent de Paul members in the Mount 
Gambier district are involved in a number of 
activities. Three of our Penola members grow 
produce such as apples, pears, pumpkins, 
tomatoes, corn, carrots, potatoes, etc in a 
number of gardens/orchards which are kindly 
offered to us by private people and local 
wineries. The produce helps those in need in 
Penola. Further surplus is sent to Vinnies in 
Mount Gambier, as well as to Sunset 
Community Kitchen and ac.care.  
 
At times they get help 
from the Penola High 
School students, and 
from our Mt Gambier 
members. They are 
always looking for 
additional suitable 
volunteers that would 
be able to help out. 
with a few hours here 
and there.  

Tenison Woods College and their 
Vinnies Partnership by Chris Lloyd 

Students, staff and families of Tenison Woods 
College are proud to partner with the Vinnies 
Shop and Conference in Mt Gambier. This 
significant partnership has grown from an 
initial discussion approximately 11 years ago 
and is of great benefit to everyone involved. 
  
One of the college founders, St Mary of the 
Cross MacKillop, inspires their Vinnies 
partnership with the words written to her from 
Fr Julian Tenison Woods, “Never see a need 
without doing something about it.” 
 

 
 
The College Community is actively involved in 
the running of the shop on Saturday mornings, 
delivers a large amount of non-perishable 
foods donated by families throughout the 
year, fundraises through a range of activities 
and assists with the annual Badge Day.  
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A number of Senior School students 
participated in the Vinnies Winter Sleep Out 
and raised money to purchase swags and other 
warm items.  

 

During their 2020 Year 9 Reflection Day all 
students visited the Shop and found useful 
items to purchase. This year Middle School 
students performed an additional service 
when the Shop re-opened after the lockdown 
period removing all the dust covers and 
helping clean the shop ready for re-opening. 

In previous years the college has organised 
Vinnies Fashion Parades to showcase the 
wonderful items available to purchase from 
the Shop. The College community is a 
generous donor to the shop, particularly with 

warm clothing in the winter months, and items 
of pre-loved school uniform. This year the 
Junior School See Think Act Reps (STARs) 
coordinated a very successful Head–Heart-
Hands drive where they collected hundreds of 
pairs of socks and beanies to be distributed 
and sold by Vinnies during the Winter months. 
Members of our Catholic Identity and Mission 
Team regularly attend Vinnies Conference 
meetings and liaise with the members of the 
Conference, and with the Shop staff, to discuss 
ongoing and future activities. The college also 
has students and staff help with the annual 
Vinnies Christmas Appeal, donating, 
purchasing and organising the gifts needed for 
children in our community. 
 

Additionally, each year a person from Vinnies 
Adelaide visits the College and meet with the 
Student Leaders to learn about the work of the 
Organisation and how they can be actively 
involved.  
  

In summary the College motto is ‘Let our Light 
Shine’, and their service in giving an ongoing 
hand up, not a handout, to their local 
community in need, truly fulfills this Scripture. 

 
 
 
 

 
  

Vinnies encourages and welcomes suitable volunteers 
from the community who would like to assist in their 
endeavours in helping those in need.  
 

If you or someone you know of is in need of material 
assistance, housing assistance, are undergoing financial 
hardship or could benefit from any other of our 
services, please contact Vinnies at: 
 

Vinnies shop 
2 Crouch Street South  
Mount Gambier 
Ph: (08) 8724 9322 
 
or through: 
St Paul’s Parish office 
26 Penola Rd 
Mount Gambier 
Ph: (08) 8725 6566 
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SUNSET COMMUNITY KITCHEN  

This has been a difficult year for everyone.  This 
may be an understatement to say it like that 
because in many ways it has been unprecedented.  
All of our lives have been changed in so many ways, 
some more than others. 
 
When the Corona virus first started to make itself 
apparent and the restrictions started to come in to 
place, we had to re-evaluate what we do and how 
we do it.  The committee met and decided that 
what we do is too important to not carry on.  So we 
made the decision to carry on as best we could 
under the restrictions that were imposed, and to 
ask the volunteers if they would like to keep 
coming along.  The result was that most of the 
wonderful volunteers decided that they would 
continue on.   
 
We fully understood that some people had to step 
back for a while, some have already been able to 
resume, and we hope that we will see the others 
sometime in the not too distant future.  So we have 
continued to serve our meals on both Monday and 

Wednesday nights, but have gone to a full take 
away service.  With the help of a few extra people 
added to our volunteer rosters,  we have been able 
to operate safely and within the rules.  We will 
continue to do this until the rules change again and 
we will then re-evaluate how we continue into the 
future. 

We prep and serve our meals on Mondays and 
Wednesdays.  The prep team prepares the meal 
and we have another team who package the meal 
and at 6pm the doors are opened and the meals 
and any extra produce that we have, is given out.   
 
We have been lucky once again this year to be able 
to complete some more improvements to the 
kitchen.  We received a federal government grant 
of $2800 in June and also a grant of $5000 from the 
City council.  This enabled us to replace the small 
sinks and the taps in the kitchen with 2 large trough 
style sinks and a mixer veg sprayer, replace the 
leaking taps on the hand washing sink and replace 
the old work bench tops with stainless steel which 
is so much more hygienic and easy to keep clean.   
 
Bendigo Bank once again supported us with a 
donation of $2000, and even though the service 
clubs have been under pressure with not being 
able to fundraise, they have continued to support 
us when they can.  The local businesses who have 
been doing it hard in these difficult times, have 
continued to support us with donated goods. 
Tenison Woods College in particular deserve our 
thanks.  The staff and students support us in so 
many ways and we really appreciate their support.  
In particular when the students make small gifts to 
give to our clients with kind little messages on 
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them, it is so nice to be able to give these out as it 
is really appreciated by the recipients.  
 
The numbers being helped increased at the 
beginning of the pandemic as more people were 
obviously affected but seem to be about back to 
average now on both nights.  
 
We are still hoping that our big improvement for 
next year is going to be the addition of solar to the 
roof of the kitchen. We have been offered some 
solar by Shine hub, and we are still hoping that this 
will go ahead, although it has been delayed 
because of the restrictions on travel for the 
installers.  If this can go ahead it will help our 
finances as power is still quite a big expense for us. 
 
Christmas is not too far away, and we will soon 
have to start planning how we are going to help our 
people celebrate Christmas this year.  It will 
possibly be different from other years but I’m sure 
that we will be able to make the best of it and make 
it special, as we usually do. 
 
Without our wonderful volunteers we would not 
be here.  We are very grateful to them, and we 
hope to continue to see their smiling faces for 
many years to come.  It is challenging for all of us, 
but I think, and I’m sure that you do too, that the 
rewards are worth it.  
We always need new faces on our committee and 
also volunteers for the cooking and serving teams, 
so I hope that if anyone is thinking that perhaps 
they would like to join us either on the committee 
or in a kitchen volunteer capacity, please consider 
it and either talk to a committee member or call in 
to the kitchen, put your name forward and we 
would love to welcome you.  
 
Maree Thompson 
President 

 

 

 
 
For more information on Sunset Community 
Kitchen contact St Paul’s Parish office on  
08 8725 6566 
 
 
 

 

The Sunset Community 
Kitchen  

operates at  
the Frew Park building on  

Penola Road  
 

and is open for a take-away 
meal for anyone in need 

on: 
Mondays and Wednesdays 

at 6pm 
 

The team of volunteers from St Paul’s Parish 
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TENISON WOODS COLLEGE 
 

We are building, but bricks and mortar 
is only part of the story … 
 

It is clear to all our College community and indeed 
the broader community that we are building.  We 
have built the wonderful Gilap Wanga Learning 
Community including the contemporary Poplars 
Inclusive Learning Community.     
 

 

 
 
 

The expansion of the Early Learning and 
Community Centre (ELCC) and the building of 
the new Reception Centre are further 
expressions of a community realising its plans 
for contemporary learning.  And behind the 
scenes we are also continuing with the 
collaborative process of conceptualising the 
Year 1-6 Primary Centre, to be built in 2021, 
ready for 2022 occupation. 
 

 
 

 
 
There is a plan … 
So we are building, but I ask you to look behind 
the façade of the build to appreciate the 
aspiration and processes that give testimony 
to the far greater project.  We are building a 
faith community which is expressing boldly its 
preferred future, a preferred future which is 
explicitly and deliberately coloured by the 
dimensions of our College Strategic Plan: 

• Catholic Identity and Mission 
• Excellent Learning Experiences – 

Rigorous, Challenging, Student 
Focused 

• Proactive Wellbeing Initiatives 
• Communication and Collaboration  
• Community Development 
• Ecological Stewardship and 

Sustainability 
• School Renewal and Staff 

Development 
• Student Voice and Leadership 

 
These pillars of our school’s strategic plan are 
our blueprint for the future and I trust in all 
these building projects you can see a deep 
conceptualisation of a coherent ‘game plan’ 
for the future.  Just as we stand on the 
shoulders of those who have gone before us, I 
trust we will also leave a legacy which vibrantly 
and confidently positions Catholic Education 
into the future. 
 
It’s all about relationships  
The glue of all this endeavour and deliberate 
collaboration are the relationships imbued by 
our faith; relationships which inspire, 
challenge and comfort the members of our 
community.  Hence why our Communities of 
Practice Staff Conference, (CoP20), held in 
October, was so important. It was a 
celebration of communal and collaborative 
endeavour, conducted in 2020 by teachers and 
co-educators in the learning environments of 
our school.  Early Learning and Community Centre expansion 

building works 

Gilap Wanga Learning Community buildings 
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Just as our building endeavours capture our 
preferred future, so too does CoP20, where 
staff came to the campfire of Gilap Wanga 
Learning Community.  They came to 
accentuate and celebrate the communities of 
practice which have occurred and the 
collaboration that has been a feature of a year 
coloured by COVID-19, and we have indeed 
responded to the invitation in this year’s 
school theme to ‘SHINE Bravely’.   
 

The Life Buoyancy Institute’s strategy of 
supporting youth through the scientific 
‘Intentional Resilient IMPACT Practice’, has 
further brought a deep mindful awareness of 
the “What? What? How?” strategy (What is 
happening? What is important? How do we get 
there?) to our teaching, support, planning and 
communication occurring within our school.  
 

And the point of all this staff training is that we 
are deeply present and responsive to our 
young – the most precious gift to our families 
and our College community.  
 

The legacy of awareness, skills and 
mindsets 
At this time of the Catholic Education South 
Australia (CESA) Living, Learning, Leading 
Framework, CoP20 is a commitment to 
continue reflecting on our craft as Catholic 
educators, who aspire in enabling each and 
every learner at Tenison Woods College to 
‘shine’, with all the deep reflection, critique, 
collaboration, humility, professional frailty and 
wonderful communal success that such whole 
staff endeavour brings.  
 

I trust that the benefits of such endeavour will 
be richly seen in our year 12 graduates as they 
leave us and ‘SHINE Bravely’ in our world 
beyond the College community.  
 

While I am delighted at the building projects 
which are occurring in the school grounds, I am 
very proud of the awareness, skills and 
mindsets we are developing in our Catholic 
faith community and the legacy these will 

leave for future generations.  I trust we will see 
such awareness, skills and mindsets express 
themselves boldly in this graduating class of 
2020, who will express their faith commitment 
bravely and enthusiastically in the life ahead of 
them.  
 

God Bless, 
 

David Mezinec 
Principal  

 

  

Reception building works and final concept design 

Concept design of the Reception and Early Learning 
play areas 
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CHILD PROTECTION 
The current pandemic has undoubtedly had an 
impact on the mental health of many in our 
community, from the elderly through to young 
children.  
 

With this in mind, the Archdiocesan Child 
Protection Unit saw fit to provide the community 
with some resources and suggestions to help 
parents deal with their own stress as well as their 
children’s.  
 

Their newsletters outlined tips on looking after 
yourself, sources of help for those feeling 
overwhelmed and advice from the SA Mental 
Health Commission. They provided references and 
tips on how to explain the facts on Covid-19 to 
children without causing alarm, together with story 
books and media links with helpful programs for 
young children. 
 

They have also offered support and resources to 
schools and learning communities. Puzzles were 
available for children on Child Protection Sunday in 
September.  

 
This day forms part of National Child Protection 
Week, a national initiative to engage members of 
the community in supporting families and 
protecting children. This year’s theme was ‘Putting 
Children First’.  
 

Putting children first means prioritising the safety 
and wellbeing of children: to grow up well children 
need to feel safe and loved, have a chance to play 
and explore, have a say in decisions that affect 
them, and access to essential things like food, 
shelter and healthcare. 
 
If you are interested in any of the resources 
mentioned, or have any queries, please contact me 
through St Paul’s Mount Gambier Parish Office on 
(08) 8725 6566. 

 

WORKING WITH CHILDREN CLEARANCE 
 

REMINDER: All regular volunteers in the 
Archdiocese, as well as all clergy, deacons, 
religious sisters and brothers, employees and 
teachers must have an up to date 
Working with Children Clearance 
(formerly known as Police Check).  
 

All those working with children are mandatory 
reporters by law. You cannot serve without a 
Working with Children Clearance (WWCC). 
 

All those aged 14 and over on our rosters and 
other regular volunteers please ensure that you 
fulfil the current requirements.  
Volunteers can arrange to get a Working With 
Children Clearance through St Paul’s Parish Office. 
 

To report child abuse:  
The Families SA Child Abuse Report Line (CARL): 
Tel: 13 14 78  
 

 
Carmel Alderson 
Child Protection Officer  
for Mount Gambier Catholic 
Parish 
 

HELP AND SUPPORT 
If you or anyone you know needs help or is 
feeling overwhelmed, please encourage them 
to seek support from a health professional. 
Contact your GP for a referral to a free mental 
health plan or call any of the following 
services directly: 
 
Lifeline: 13 11 14 
Kids Helpline: 1800 551 800 
Mensline Australia: 1300 789 978 
Beyond Blue: 1300 224 636 
Headspace: 1800 650 890 
South Australian Mental Health Triage 
Service: 13 14 65 
Centacare C0VID-19 phone counselling:  
8215 6700 
 

For further details, support and guidance, 
contact:  
The Child Protection Unit, Catholic 
Archdiocese of Adelaide on (08) 8210 8159 
childprotection@adelaide.catholic.org.au 
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RCIA 
Rite Of Christian Initiation Of Adults 
 
Over the last 12 months, I have participated in 
the RCIA and undertaken the sacrament of 
Confirmation to join the Catholic church.  
 
Being confirmed into the Catholic church is 
something I have felt inspired to do after 
starting school at St Marks College in Port Pirie 
in 2003. After leaving school I studied to 
become a teacher and my teaching journey 
took me to Samaritan College in Whyalla. The 
wonderful Samaritan College community 
welcomed me to Whyalla with wide open 
arms, making me feel incredibly blessed to be 
surrounded by a supportive network. My time 
at Samaritan College had me feeling motivated 
and inspired to start my confirmation journey!  
 
However, over the following few years, all 
three of my nieces undertook their own 
sacraments and as a dedicated Aunty, I 
committed to travelling back to Port Pirie to be 
a part of their experiences, meaning my own 
journey took a back seat.  
 
After some overseas travels, I relocated to 
Mount Gambier in 2019 and decided this was 
the year to finally make my confirmation. 
Hindsight is a funny thing, as the challenging 
events of Covid-19 meant my Confirmation 
followed a unique path! After what felt like a 
long journey, I was finally confirmed at St Pauls 
Church. I chose St Therese of Lisieux as my 
guiding saint, paying homage to my time at 
one of Samaritan College’s primary schools,  St 
Teresa’s campus.  
 
 

 
 
Over the course of the RCIA experience, I was 
grateful to be a part of a small group of people 
where we were invited and encouraged to 
question our curiosities to make sense of the 
Catholic religion. The freedom to question and 
reflect during our workshops has given me a 
much deeper understanding of my 
relationship with both God and Jesus.  
 
After receiving my certificate of Confirmation, 
I returned to school and showed my Reception 
class and one student stated ‘now we’re in the 
same family!’ … which makes me feel like I now 
truly belong to the Catholic Church’s family. 
 
Rudell Helmers 
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HOSPITALITY AND SOCIAL EVENTS 
 

2019 Christmas Gathering 
 
On the 15 December 2019, under the Church Hall veranda, the Hospitality team hosted a 
Christmas lunch for Parishioners. It was a great chance for our community to gather and 
celebrate the spirt of Christmas 
 
We were generously supported by local business and this meant that families just needed to 
come along without any preparation of food. Sausages were donated by Coles, bread by Bakers 
Delight, fruit by She’s Apples. 
 
I would like to thank all those on the hospitality team who worked hard to secure the donations 
as well as set up and help the lunch. 
 
We hope as the COVID-19 restrictions ease, we can plan more events so the Parish can connect 
with each other and celebrate our wonderful parish. 
 
Suzanne Pepe 
Hospitality team 
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Social Morning Tea Group 
We started a Parish 
Morning Tea group 
in Autumn of 2019.  
This group formed 
as the result of the 

Be My Witness program, which provided us 
with the encouragement needed to think of 
ways to be hospitable, friendly and inclusive as 
a Parish. Our goal was to extend hospitality to 
all members of the Parish and build 
connections and relationships with each other.   
 

This year, we had about four Morning Tea 
catchups, and then the Coronavirus hit, 
putting socialising restrictions in place. It was 
not possible to get together physically, but we 
kept in contact with one another by phone.  
 

When the lockdown lifted, it was lovely to see 
everyone again, and we were delighted to get 
back to our get togethers. We have such a 
wonderful time as a group, with so many 
laughs, stories to tell and problems solved. 
Sometimes the Morning Tea even flows over 
to become lunch! 
 

Our gatherings are open to all, so come and 
join us for a coffee and chat and an 
opportunity to meet new friends.  
 

We meet at 10.30am on a Thursday once a 
fortnight. The venue will be confirmed in the 
parish bulletin on the Sunday before our 
gatherings so don’t forget to browse through 
the bulletin and spot our advertisement.  
 
Everyone is welcome. 
 
Carmel Alderson 

Meal after Mass 
 

Some three years ago, three members of our 
Parish, after a Saturday night Mass, decided to 
go to Maccas (McDonald’s) for a coffee. Whilst 
drinking our coffee and chatting to each other, 
we discussed how much fun this was and came 
up with the idea that we should do this more 
often. Thus, the idea started of going out for a 
meal after 6.00pm Mass on Saturdays at least 
once a month. After a few pub crawls and an 
art festival, we came up with the concept of “A 
Meal after Mass.” 
 

We tried a few venues before settling on going 
to the RSL in Sturt Street on a regular basis, as 
it is central, easy to find and has lots of parking 
nearby. We now call the R.S.L. our “home” 
away from home, where we meet, drink, talk 
and eat. 
 

Our attendances vary between 2 and 22, with 
an average of approximately 10 to 12 people 
turning up at each Meal After Mass.  

 

Meal after Mass is held on the second 
Saturday of each month after 6.00pm Mass. 
You don’t have to attend Mass to come for a 
meal. Most months we are fortunate to have 
one or two priests join us for the meal too.  
 

Everyone is welcome to come and join us at 
the RSL on the second Saturday of each 
month at 7.00pm.  
 

For any inquiries or suggestions contact me 
on 0439 778 470.  
 

Hope to see you there soon. 
Pat Lane 
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ROSARY BEAD-MAKING GROUP 
Did you know that 
there is a rosary-
making group in our 
parish? 

This small group meet every 
Wednesday in the gathering 
space of St Paul’s church 
from 10am till about noon.  

The group receives their bead-making supplies 
from the Universal Rosary Bouquet, a small entity 
under the custodianship of the Pauline Fathers in 
Marian Valley in Queensland. They are devoted to 
helping to spread the Rosary throughout the world. 
Some of the completed rosaries are sent back to 
the Rosary Bouquet for distribution locally and 
worldwide.  
 

The Rosary Making group have made thousands of 
rosaries. Many of the rosaries have been sent to 
the missions. The most recent were sent to India.  
 

On a more local 
level, the group has 
been making 
rosaries which are 
presented annually 
to each of our 
Tenison Woods 
College Year 12 

graduates. Members of the Rosary Group have also 
taught the children in the sacramental group to 
make their own set of rosary beads which were 
then presented to the children on the day they 
received their sacraments. 
 
Rosaries beads were also distributed to the 
children at Mary MacKillop Memorial School in 
Penola so that they could learn to pray the Rosary.  

The ladies also made 100 shoestring chokers with 
a crucifix which were given out to inmates at the 
Mount Gambier Jail. 
 
The group always welcome new members so 
please come and say hello. This is a great way to 
get to know other parishioners and to minister to 
others within and outside our community.  

 

PIETY STALL 
You may have noticed that the Piety stall has not 
been operating at 11am mass this year due to 
Covid-19 restrictions. But the all items are still 
available for purchase at the parish office during its 
regular opening hours.  
 
There is a wide range of items, including rosary 
beads, missals, bibles, children’s mass books, story 
books, bookmarks, cards and other religious items. 
If you are looking for a religious gift for a special 
occasion, come over to the office and have a 
browse. 
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DEANERY RENOVATIONS 
Our Parish can congratulate itself on the success of 
the project to bring our Deanery building to a 
reasonable standard of accommodation for our 
priests and it is especially satisfying that we now 
have four priests taking advantage of the 
comfortable and convenient facilities. 
 

The Deanery represents considerable material 
value to the parish, and we have the responsibility 
to keep it in good condition, but its main value lies 
in providing a good home for those men who 
minister to us at such an important level. 
 

It is a solidly constructed building and with regular 
maintenance should stand as witness into its 
second century and beyond. Most of the interior is 
in good shape, but the two front rooms facing west 
need upgrading, painting, carpeting, curtains and 
light fittings. Perhaps the original front door could 
be reinstated, and an entrance foyer created there. 
 

The wrought iron trims on the verandas need 
attention and if left much longer, all outside 
woodwork painting (doors, windows and facias) 
will result in expensive repairs. Perhaps in a couple 
of years’ time we can complete this work and make 
our deanery a place we can be proud of and 
homely for our priests. 
 

We thank all who made this step up for the parish 
possible by way of cash, labour or material and 
offer our efforts as a thank you to our priests for 
their work among us. 
 

Tom Preece 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Parish Priests Gallery: Portraits of St Paul’s parish priests 
displayed in the Deanery’s entrance corridor. 33



REMEMBERING OUR 
POLISH MIGRANT FAMILIES 
 
During the 1950’s and 1960’s many migrant 
families came to our parish and contributed 
towards witnessing their Catholic faith 
amongst us. The Polish community was no 
exception. Although many of the original 
migrants are no longer with us, we continue to 
cherish their memories.  
 
In honour of those Polish families, the 
Jablonski family have donated to the parish, a 
crucifix belonging to their family. It symbolises 
the contribution made to St Paul’s by the 
Catholic Polish migrant community. 
 
During mass on Sunday 23rd February, Fr Dean 
gave a formal blessing over the crucifix. It has 
been hung in the gathering space at the front 
entrance of the church. A plaque has been 
placed below the crucifix, commemorating the 
memory of our Polish migrant community. 

Following the mass, which was attended by 
many of the families and descendants of the 
Polish migrants, a morning tea was held in the 
gathering space where parishioners were able 
to gather and view a display of memorabilia 
which had been gathered for the event.  

 

It is fitting that the crucifix is now hanging in 
the gathering space which also displays two 
other articles with a Polish connection: the 
painting of St Maximilian Kolbe, the Polish 
Catholic priest who volunteered to die in place 
of a stranger in Auschwitz during World War II, 
and also the image of the Divine Mercy which 
is a depiction of the apparition of Jesus 
experienced by the Polish nun, St Faustina 
Kowalska.  
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MEN AT PRAYER 
 
Our Friday morning Men’s prayer time, which 
grew out of last year’s ‘MenAlive’ weekend, 
has become a solid opportunity for us to enter 
into prayerful relationship with the Lord and 
each other.  
 
Our prayer is currently centred around the 
Office of Readings from the daily prayer of the 
Church, but earlier in the year, our prayers and 
discussions were guided by the ‘Be My 
Witness’ program, which has been our Parish 
movement for renewal. 
 
The time we spend together is fruitful, beyond, 
I think, our own expectations and is a real-life 
example of the power of prayer and the value 
we can be to each other when we come 
together in prayer and a spirit of peace. 
 
The scripture and other collected wisdoms and 
experiences from the Office of Readings take 
us into the world of the spirit where we are 
able to apply our own shared reactions. I 
believe the group has in this way come to 
better understanding many aspects of the call 
to fulfillment, which surely was the purpose 
Our Lord's coming among us. 
 
Being able to connect the way of the Lord with 
the way of the world and our own inner 
confusions and strivings has been an 
experience full of healing and growth for us all.   
 
This group is open to all men of the parish and 
we look forward new faces and the welcomed 
contribution that comes with each man who 
attends.  
 
We meet from 6am to 7am on Friday mornings 
in St Paul’s gathering space. 
 
Brian O’Connor 
 

PRAYER IN THE 
PUBLIC SQUARE 

 
Prayer in the Public Square was started by a group 
called “Australia Needs Fatima” with the idea of 
taking up Our Lady's call to use the Rosary as the 
solution to the world's problems. 
 
We initially feared this year’s Rosary at the Cave 
Gardens may be badly effected by the Covid 
pandemic,   but a good size group turned up to pray 
the Rosary for our country. After all the recent rain, 
we thought we might be in for a drenching but we 
put our faith in Our Lady's care. At the apparition 
at Fatima in 1917, it did rain. Everyone was 
drenched and the ground was churned up into 
mud. But at the climax of the apparition, everyone 
was miraculously dried right out, and the ground 
itself was made firm again.  
 
Our day was perfect and provided a pleasant 
setting for our gathering. A wedding was 
celebrated close alongside us and to make sure we 
didn't intrude on their gathering, we spoke to the 
people involved and included the bride and groom 
in our prayer intention. Our gathering also drew 
attention from many passers by and one man 
joined us for a couple of decades of the Rosary. All 
went well. 
 
Fr Dean spoke of the importance of prayer in the 
public life of our nation and the necessity for those 
who understand this, to take this witness into our 
world. 
 
It was altogether a satisfying, blessed event.     
 
Brian O’Connor  
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CELEBRATING ALL SAINTS DAY AND ALL SOULS DAY 
 
With the celebration of All Saints Day on Nov 
1, and then All Souls Day on Nov 2, the month 
of November is specially set aside as the time 
we cherish the memories of all our faithful 
departed and pray with them and for them.  
 
In the Apostles Creed we recite each Sunday 
we say, “we believe in the Communion of 
Saints.” Here’s the wonderful mystery of faith 
that underlies our memories and our prayers 
for those who go before us. No-one is or can 
be a Christian on one’s own. Our faith is not 
just a personal, individual spirituality. When 
we believe in Christ and are baptised into him, 
we are not only deeply connected to Him in 
the Holy Spirit but also to each other as the 
“Body of Christ.”  
 
This deep connection with each other in the 
Lord goes beyond space and time, this life and 
the next. Just as we pray for each other, inspire 
and encourage each other in faith, hope and 
love in this life, so also into the next. “The life 
and death of each of us has its influence on 
others” St Paul says in his letter to the Romans.  
 
On All Saints Day we remember all the faithful 
Christians who have gone before us who are 
with God. We remain connected to them. They 
pray for us and encourage us. What the grace 
of God has done in them, it can do for us. As 
they were faithful on their pilgrimage through 
this life, even in the midst of trials, hardships 
and suffering, so too can we be. As they are 
with God, so one day we have the hope of 
joining them and being with God for all 
eternity.  
 
On All Souls Day we remember and pray for all 
our faithful departed who may still be on their 
final journey to God and await the full 
purification of His love. This is our 
understanding of purgatory. Through the 
suffering and death of Christ on the cross for  

 
all human sins, our prayers help them in a 
mysterious way to enter God’s fullness of life.  
 

Reflections by Father Dean   
 
                                                                                               

HISTORY OF ALL SAINTS' DAY  
While now observed 
in November, All 
Saints' Day was 
originally celebrated 
on May 13. Although 
the origin cannot be 
traced with certainty, 
according to 

Encyclopaedia Britannica Pope Boniface IV 
formally started what would later be known as 
All Saints Day on May 13 in 609 AD when he 
dedicated the Pantheon in Rome as a church in 
honour of the Virgin Mary and all martyrs. 
 
The current date of November 1 was 
established by Pope Gregory III during his reign 
(731-741 AD) when he dedicated a chapel in 
Rome's St. Peter's Basilica in honour of all 
saints. 
 
While this celebration was originally limited to 
Rome, later in 837 Pope Gregory IV ordered 
the official observance of All Saints Day every 
November 1 and extended its celebration to 
the entire Church. 
 
All Saints really means ALL saints. 
 
While many canonized saints are celebrated 
with their individual feast days (such as St. 
Patrick), saints that have not been canonized 
have no particular holiday. 
 
All Saints Day recognises those whose 
sainthood is known only to God. 

 

36



HISTORY OF ALL SOULS DAY 
In the sixth century, 
it was customary in 

Benedictine  
monasteries to hold 
a commemoration of 
the deceased 

members at Whitsuntide. In the time of St 
Isidore of Seville (d. 636) who lived in what is 
today Spain, the Monday after Pentecost was 
designated to remember the deceased. At the 
beginning of the ninth century, Abbot Eigil of 
Fulda set 17 December as commemoration of all 
deceased in part of what is today Germany. 

According to Widukind of Corvey (c. 975), there 
also existed a ceremony praying for the dead on 
1 October in Saxony. But it was the day after All 
Saints Day that Saint Odilio of Cluny chose, when 
in the 11th century he instituted for all the 
monasteries dependent on the Abby of Cluny, an 
annual commemoration of all the faithful 
departed to be observed with alms, prayers, and 
sacrifices for the relief of the suffering souls in 
purgatory. Odilio decreed that those requesting 
a Mass be offered for the departed, should make 
an offering for the poor, thus linking almsgiving 
with fasting and prayer for the dead. 

The 2nd November date and customs spread 
from the Cluniac monasteries to other 
Benedictine monasteries and thence to the 
Western Church in general. The Diocese of 
Leigi was the first diocese to adopt the practice 
under Bishop Notger (d. 1008). The 2nd 
November was adopted in Italy and Rome in the 
thirteenth century.  

In the 15th century the Dominicans instituted a 
custom of each priest offering three Masses on 
the Feast of All Souls. During World War I, given 
the great number of war dead and the many 
destroyed churches where mass could no longer 
be said, Pope Benedict XV, granted all priests the 
privilege of offering three Masses on All Souls 
Day, a permission that still stands. 

Researched by Mary-Ann Pitttard 
 
 

St Paul’s Annual Commemoration 
of All Souls 

 
  

The names of deceased parishioners, relatives 
and friends are written on flags which are 
processed through the church after mass on 
the first Sunday in November and arranged 
along the pathway leading to the church 
where they remain on display for the whole 
month, reminding us to pray for the souls of 
our departed. 
 

CELEBRATING ALL SAINTS DAY AND ALL SOULS DAY 
 
With the celebration of All Saints Day on Nov 
1, and then All Souls Day on Nov 2, the month 
of November is specially set aside as the time 
we cherish the memories of all our faithful 
departed and pray with them and for them.  
 
In the Apostles Creed we recite each Sunday 
we say, “we believe in the Communion of 
Saints.” Here’s the wonderful mystery of faith 
that underlies our memories and our prayers 
for those who go before us. No-one is or can 
be a Christian on one’s own. Our faith is not 
just a personal, individual spirituality. When 
we believe in Christ and are baptised into him, 
we are not only deeply connected to Him in 
the Holy Spirit but also to each other as the 
“Body of Christ.”  
 
This deep connection with each other in the 
Lord goes beyond space and time, this life and 
the next. Just as we pray for each other, inspire 
and encourage each other in faith, hope and 
love in this life, so also into the next. “The life 
and death of each of us has its influence on 
others” St Paul says in his letter to the Romans.  
 
On All Saints Day we remember all the faithful 
Christians who have gone before us who are 
with God. We remain connected to them. They 
pray for us and encourage us. What the grace 
of God has done in them, it can do for us. As 
they were faithful on their pilgrimage through 
this life, even in the midst of trials, hardships 
and suffering, so too can we be. As they are 
with God, so one day we have the hope of 
joining them and being with God for all 
eternity.  
 
On All Souls Day we remember and pray for all 
our faithful departed who may still be on their 
final journey to God and await the full 
purification of His love. This is our 
understanding of purgatory. Through the 
suffering and death of Christ on the cross for  

 
all human sins, our prayers help them in a 
mysterious way to enter God’s fullness of life.  
 

Reflections by Father Dean   
 
                                                                                               

HISTORY OF ALL SAINTS' DAY  
While now observed 
in November, All 
Saints' Day was 
originally celebrated 
on May 13. Although 
the origin cannot be 
traced with certainty, 
according to 

Encyclopaedia Britannica Pope Boniface IV 
formally started what would later be known as 
All Saints Day on May 13 in 609 AD when he 
dedicated the Pantheon in Rome as a church in 
honour of the Virgin Mary and all martyrs. 
 
The current date of November 1 was 
established by Pope Gregory III during his reign 
(731-741 AD) when he dedicated a chapel in 
Rome's St. Peter's Basilica in honour of all 
saints. 
 
While this celebration was originally limited to 
Rome, later in 837 Pope Gregory IV ordered 
the official observance of All Saints Day every 
November 1 and extended its celebration to 
the entire Church. 
 
All Saints really means ALL saints. 
 
While many canonized saints are celebrated 
with their individual feast days (such as St. 
Patrick), saints that have not been canonized 
have no particular holiday. 
 
All Saints Day recognises those whose 
sainthood is known only to God. 
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DEANERY RETREAT 
Despite the Covid-19 pandemic, we were 
fortunate to be able to once again hold our 
annual Deanery retreat at St Thomas Aquinas 
Church in Naracoorte. This year, it was 
directed by Fr Denis Travers, Parish Priest of 
Glen Osmond and also Superior of the 
Passionists at their Monastery. 
 
We started our day with mass at the 
Naracoorte Parish which was concelebrated by 
Fr Travis and Fr Dean. Then after a short prayer 
session, Fr Travis led us throughout the rest of 
the day in reflection through three Gospel 
passages based on the theme “Being at Home 
with the Lord”.  
 
His discernment of these Gospel passages was 
indeed very insightful, revealing perspectives 
that many of us had never considered when 
having read these passages before. After 
individually reflecting upon these Gospels 
ourselves we shared our thoughts with 
someone else, whereupon we again gained 
even further insights into these Gospels. It 
showed us that there is always much more to 
be discovered when actually taking time to 
contemplate on God’s Word. 
 
We often hear it said that we all need ‘Time 
Out’ to gather our thoughts, examine our lives, 
re-assess our goals and look at the direction in 
which our lives are heading.  The current 
pandemic with its recent local and worldwide 
lockdowns has prompted many to do just that.  
 

We are living in a radically changing time when 
people’s plans have been set off-course. Many 
have had to take a detour and find themselves 
in unknown territory.  Lives have been turned 
upside down. Many have been left fearful, 
apprehensive, insecure and anxious.  
 
Perhaps now, more than ever, it’s a good time 
to turn to God and re-connect with Him. In a 
world full of ups and downs, we need 
something ‘constant’ to balance us out and put 
us back on track.  As Christians, we believe that 
God  is the one ‘constant’ that can set us on 
the right course. He is always there for us. He’s 
just patiently waiting for us to notice Him. 
 
We are constantly reminded that we need to 
make time for the Lord. But where do we 
start? The most obvious place is the Gospel. It 
is through contemplation on the Gospel that 
we can hear Jesus constantly knocking on our 
door, coming to our ‘home’; our heart, asking 
to be invited in. We just need to be aware of 
Him and open that door, let him in, welcome 
Him, give Him some attention and make Him a 
place so we can ‘be at home’ with the Lord. In 
return we can be assured that He will speak to 
us, touch us, heal us, bring us His peace and 
give us strength to continue on.  
 
The retreat day was indeed calm, peaceful, 
and a welcome pause from the busyness of our 
daily lives and the turmoil of our current times. 
Perhaps we can all bring this peace into our 
daily lives if we try to make more time for God.  
 
Joyce Cesario 
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SEMINARIAN BLAKE CROSSLEY’S 
VISIT TO OUR DEANERY 

I had the great pleasure of 
joining the Mt Gambier 
and Millicent Parishes for 
a short period from the 
Third Sunday of Advent 
until Christmas Day last 
December. 
 

Time in the seminary is 
not simply academic 
study, although this does 
take up a significant 
portion of our time.   

 
There are four areas, or ‘pillars,’ of modern 
seminary formation: academic, human, pastoral 
and spiritual.  Academic formation provides the 
foundational knowledge to undertake the future 
task as a priest.  During my time working as a 
pharmacist, I could not have done my job if I did 
not have a solid foundation in anatomy and 
physiology, chemistry, pharmacology and clinical 
therapeutics.  So too a priest cannot exercise his 
ministry without a background in philosophy, 
scripture, history and moral and systematic 
theology.   
 

Increasing attention is being paid to human 
formation, as it is recognised that priests are 
people too, facing the same trials and tribulations 
as everyone else.  The aim of human formation is 
to form healthy, well rounded men capable of 
living a celibate life.  Spiritual formation helps us to 
grow deeper in our relationship with God, because 
as a priest we will be useless to our parishioners if 
our ministry does not have a solid foundation in 
prayer.  The final pillar is pastoral formation, aimed 
and providing real-world practical experience that 
integrates the different dimensions of academic, 
human and spiritual formation. 
 

Pastoral placement in a parish is always a highlight 
for seminarians, as it provides the opportunity to 
get out there amongst the people.  It is wonderful 
to meet so many new people when we visit a 
parish, and I feel very blessed to have met so many 
lovely people in Mt Gambier and Millicent.  The 
benefits are reciprocal; having a seminarian in the 
parish is also a sign of hope for parishioners.  When 
I undertook my previous pastoral placement in 

metropolitan Adelaide, I was sent to a parish that 
had not had a seminarian visit for a very long time.   
They commented that they didn’t even know that 
Adelaide had any seminarians, and were 
astounded to find out the Archdiocese in fact has 
seven!  Vocations to the priesthood and religious 
life are a sign of a Church that is alive and has a 
strong future! 
 

During my time in the South East I was fortunate to 
visit some of you in your homes.  It was such a 
privilege for me to hear your family stories and I 
thank you very much for sharing them with me.  I 
accompanied Fr’s Dean and Peter on several 
nursing home visits for pre-Christmas Masses and 
anointing.  Fr Dean also took me on his regular 
Friday morning hospital round.  December is not a 
bad time to complete a pastoral placement, as you 
get to join in the Parish Christmas parties, and I 
must say that you know how to put on a good 
show!   
 

Joining with the Parish Youth Group for their final 
meeting of the year was a highlight.  I spoke to the 
youth group about my experience of discerning 
what God wanted me to do with my life, and 
hopefully sharing my experience will help them as 
they discern God’s plan for their own lives.  Mt 
Gambier should be very proud that it has one of 
the biggest and most vibrant youth groups in our 
Archdiocese!  It was wonderful to be able to work 
with a fantastic contingent of young altar servers – 
not that they needed any help from me, they are a 
well-oiled machine!   
 

I was also able to witness first-hand the great work 
of your Vinnies conference as they distributed the 
Christmas hampers and I joined the Sunset 
Community Kitchen for their Christmas Dinner.  
While I didn’t get to a Mass at Port 
MacDonnell, Fr Peter kindly showed me the 
highlights of Port Mac on our day off. 
 

Thank you to the Mt Gambier and Millicent 
Parishes for being so welcoming to 
seminarians and assisting us in our pastoral 
formation!  I hope I can return to spend more 
time with you in the future! 
 
Blake Crossley 
Seminarian  
Adelaide Archdiocese 
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REGISTRATION REQUIRED FOR 
CHRISTMAS MASSES 2020 

 

St Paul’s Church  
will schedule extra Masses for Christmas 2020. 

 

As we are only able to cater for a limited number of people per 
Mass due to Covid-19 restrictions,  

we require bookings to be made in advance. 
 

We ask that you select a mass and  
register online on the web address listed beside your preferred 

mass time in the schedule below.** 
 

Or for those without online access, you may register through the 
Parish Office: Ph (08) 8725 6566 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ST PAUL’S CHRISTMAS MASS TIMES:** 
 

Christmas Eve - 24 December  
6:00pm Family Mass 1:  https://www.trybooking.com/BMVJN 
8:00pm Vigil Mass 2:  https://www.trybooking.com/BMVJQ 
10:30pm Vigil Mass 3:   https://www.trybooking.com/BMVJZ 
(Carols begin at 10:00pm) 
  

Christmas Day - 25 December  
9:00am Mass 1:  https://www.trybooking.com/BMVKI 
11:00am Mass 2:   https://www.trybooking.com/BMVKR 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
St Augustine’s Port MacDonnell:  
Christmas Eve – 24 December: 6:00pm Vigil Mass:  Register upon arrival. 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

**Subject to change due to COVID-19 restrictions. For latest information, please refer to 
weekly Parish bulletin, website and Facebook page (addresses on page 2 of The Witness). 
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FORMED.ORG  
CATHOLIC FAITH ON DEMAND 
 
Mount Gambier Parish has subscribed to 
FORMED – the world’s largest online collection 
of Catholic content. 
 
Diving into the beauty of the Faith has never 
been easier: at home, on the go, or from any 
internet connected device. Discover 
thousands of books, audio talks, movies, 
documentaries, and studies. There is 
something for every member of the family to 
help them grow closer to Christ and His 
Church. 
 
FORMED pulls together the best in Catholic 
movies, children’s programmes, audio dramas 
and books, and provides a trusted and 
engaging entertainment alternative in support 
of a Catholic lifestyle. With access to over  
4,000 resources and content from more than 
60 organisations, FORMED contains plenty to 
help parishioners of all ages explore their faith. 
 
Thousands of movies, children’s programs, e-
books and audio programs are all accessible on 
your smartphone, computer, iPad (or other 
tablet) and smart TV. Watch, listen and read. 
Anywhere, anytime. 
 
FORMED also provides parish discussion 
programs, together with leader’s notes that 
we anticipate will provide opportunities for 
organised, facilitated group gatherings on a 
range of topics, catering for the needs and 
interests of parishioners. 
 
We are very excited to be accessing this 
subscription and to the opportunities for 
evangelisation that we expect it will provide. 
We would strongly encourage all parishioners 
to sign up using the very simple process 

outlined below and to begin a discussion with 
friends and family members to share some of 
the recommended titles you are accessing. 
  
To create a new FORMED account for yourself 
within the Mount Gambier Parish subscription: 
1. Visit FORMED.org 
2. Click Sign Up 
3. Select "I Belong to a Parish or Organisation" 
4. Find “Mount Gambier Parish”  
5. Enter your email - and you're in! 
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HELP NEEDED 
 
 
 
 
 
 
READERS AND COMMENTATORS FOR WEEKEND 
MASSES 
We are always in need of readers and 
commentators to go on the roster or help out 
when our rostered readers are unavailable. If you 
would like to be part of this ministry, please 
contact the Parish Office. 
 
DATA PROJECTION OPERATOR 
The parish is looking for volunteers to help operate 
the laptop computer which projects content on to 
the screens at mass. Training will be provided by a 
current operator who will instruct and guide you 
through the mass. No other preparation is needed 
as the written content will already be programmed 
into the computer beforehand. If you can help with 
this ministry, please contact the Parish Office. 
 
SACRISTAN HELPERS 
This ministry involves assisting current sacristans 
to prepare the church for mass, setting up the 
altar, and afterwards packing up. A full list of tasks 
is available in the Sacristy. If you would like to 
contribute to the mass but prefer to help out 
behind the scenes, this may be a ministry that may 
appeal to you. Contact the parish office for more 
details.  
 
FUNERAL CATERING 
Help is needed to either prepare the hall, make 
sandwiches, serve tea and coffee or bring cakes, 
scones or slices when required for gatherings after 
Funeral Masses/Liturgies in St Paul’s Church. This is 
a wonderful pastoral service that the parish offers 
to families at a time of bereavement and one that 
we want to continue. Please contact the parish 
office if you are able to help in any of these 
capacities. 

CHURCH CLEANING 
Do you have a spare an hour or two, once every 3 
months to join a group of 3 or 4 others on the 
Church Cleaning roster?  Help is needed to vacuum, 
sweep and dust St Paul’s Church. The roster runs 
for a period of two weeks, in which time you may 
come and clean on any day available to you or your 
group. If you are interested in volunteering, please 
contact the Parish office. 
 
SACRISTY CLEANERS 
Help wanted to clean the sacristy. Cleaning is 
required once a week for one month of the year. 
Tasks include washing and ironing the Church/Altar 
linen (purifiers, finger towels & corporals), dusting 
the Sacristy, dusting and tidying bulletin stands, 
cleaning and topping up Holy Water fonts. A 
complete list of tasks is available from the Parish 
Office. 
Please contact the Parish Office if you are able to 
help out on this roster. 
A WWCC is necessary for this ministry as you may 
come into contact with children or vulnerable 
people whilst you are cleaning. 
 
COUNTING TEAM 
If you have one hour free once every 2 months and 
are interested in joining the Counting Team Roster, 
please contact the parish office.  This involves 
counting the weekend collections on a weekday. 
A WWCC is not necessary for this ministry as you 
will be supervised by someone who has a 
clearance. 

 
  

Volunteers Please Note: 
It is mandatory for all volunteers on a Church roster to have a  

Working With Children Clearance (WWCC; formerly known as a Police Check). 
If you would like to be a regular volunteer but do not yet have a WWCC, please arrange to obtain 

one through the Parish Office.  Ph: (08) 8725 6566 
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ST PAUL’S HALL AVAILABLE FOR HIRE 
 

 
 

1/20 Penola Road Mount Gambier 
Located in the grounds of St Paul’s Catholic Church. 

 
Offers full kitchen facilities including: 

• Fridge, Pie warmer, Microwave oven, Stove & oven, Urn,  
Crockery & cutlery 

• Tables and Chairs 
• Bar area 
• Heating 
• Wheelchair access 
• Parking on church grounds 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, new rules and safety regulations apply 
to all gatherings and must be adhered to as a condition of hire.  
Please contact the parish office for more details. 
 
To make a booking or to enquire about hall hire rates, contact the 
parish office during office hours: 
Mondays, Tuesdays & Thursdays 9am – 3pm 
Fridays – 9am-5pm 
Ph: (08) 8725 6566 
 
Evidence of Public Liability Insurance cover is required.  
Alcohol Licence required if providing or selling alcohol on the premises. 
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Thank you to our small group 
of helpers who set up our 
2019 Christmas Crib. 

Australian Catholic Youth 
Festival December 2019 
participants from South East 
Deanery. 

Sunday 23 February: 
Family Mass & Blessing 
of Crucifix in honour of 
our Polish Catholic 
Migrant Community 
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February Family Mass  

World Day of Prayer  
6 March 

Prayer in the Public Square: Praying the Rosary at the Cave Gardens 
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Adoration during the 
Covid-19 pandemic 

Thank you to all our Parishioners for 
complying with the Covid-19 
regulations that have been put in 
place to keep our community safe 
when attending Mass. 
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Youth Retreat Day 

November memorial flags 
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Tenison Woods College - Faith in Action 

 
 

 
Shrove Tuesday 

Ash Wednesday 
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Tenison Woods College - Faith in Action 

 
 

 
  

Beginning Year Mass 
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CCHHRRIISSTTMMAASS  DDAAYY  BBLLEESSSSIINNGG  
 
 
 

May the God of infinite goodness, 

who by the Incarnation of his Son  

has driven darkness from the world, 

and by that glorious birth, has illuminated this most holy day, 

drive far from you the darkness of vice 

 and illuminate your hearts with the light of virtue. 

Amen. 

 

May God, who willed that the great joy of His Son’s saving birth 

 be announced to shepherds by the angel, 

fill your minds with the gladness he gives 

 and make you heralds of his Gospel. 

Amen. 

 

May God, who by the Incarnation 

brought together the earthly and heavenly realm, 

fill you with the gift of his peace and favour  

and make you sharers with the Church in heaven. 

Amen. 

 

And may the blessing of almighty God, 

the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit 

come down on us and remain with us forever. 

Amen. 
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